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Astronomical Publications Growth
Why do we need the VO?

White 2007
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• PLASTIC: PLatform for AStronomy Tool InterConnection

• MySpace: virtual space storage

• VOTable: data stored in XML format

• SIA: Simple Image Access

• SSA: Simple Spectral Access
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Aladin Sky Atlas
http://aladin.u-strasbg.fr/

Aladin is an interactive software sky atlas allowing the user to visualize digitized 
astronomical images, superimpose entries from astronomical catalogues or 
databases, and interactively access related data and information from the 
Simbad database, the VizieR service and other archives for all known sources 
in the field.

The Aladin sky atlas is available in three modes: a Java Standalone 
application, a Java applet interface and a simple previewer.

Description
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STILTS: Starlink Tables Infrastructure Library Tool Set

Commands:

•tcopy - Table format converter
•tpipe - Generic table pipeline processing utility
•tmatch2 - Two-table crossmatcher
•tjoin - Trivial side-by-side multiple-table joiner
•tcube - N-dimensional histogram calculator
•tcat, tcatn - Multiple-table concatenaters 

two VOTable-specific commands:
•votcopy - VOTable encoding translator
•votlint - VOTable validity checker

and one miscellaneous utility:
•calc - Quick expression evaluator

At version 1.2 (July 2006) a couple of Virtual Observatory 
service access commands have also been introduced on an 
experimental basis:
•regquery - Registry Query
•multicone - Multiple Cone Search

http://www.star.bris.ac.uk/~mbt/stilts/
http://www.star.bris.ac.uk/~mbt/stilts/
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Yafit: Yet Another FItting Tool
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Yafit: Yet Another FItting Tool

Yafit
http://www.star.bris.ac.uk/~mbt/yafit/

Usage: fit [-help] [-debug]
           model=<model-file>
           [modelfmt=ymodel|galaxev|starburst99|svotar|sideways-vot]
           obs=<obs-file>
           [smoother=square|point]
           [scale=true|false]
           [fitcalc=chi2|poisson|unscaled]
           [gui=true|false]
           [summary=<out-file>]
           [bestfits=<out-table>]
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